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high that when the floods come, the water overflows the banks. To prevent this, as far as possible, embankments have been built and millions of trees planted on them, but, at times, the embankments give way, terrible floods follow, and the river changes its course. Until 1852 the mouth of the river was on the south side of the Shantung peninsula. In that year the banks broke down, the river took another path and flowed into the Gulf of Pechili, that is, the river mouth moved 300 miles to the north. In 1887 there was another big flood; a thousand villages were destroyed and a million people drowned. On account of these disastrous floods theHwang-Ho is called " China's Sorrow," and there are no large towns near the banks of the river in its lower course.
As tea grows on the sides of mountains we shall not expect, for that reason alone, to find farmers cultivating the tea shrub on the Great Plain of Ctina.
In South China there are long ranges of mountains running roughly east and west. In their valleys there are a number of big rivers, the chief of which is the Yang**tse~ Kiang. It rises in Tibet, but little is known about it till it reaches the province of Yunnan. At Ichang it cuts its way through a mountain range, becomes a foaming torrent, and prevents steamers from getting further up the stream.